
Your journey to the doctorate

  
  

● Complete 
coursework

● Update program card
● (if applicable) Apply 

for MS degree 
candidacy (Plan I) 
-or- complete 
written report and 
presentation (Plan II)

Year 2

  

● Update program card
● Configure Qualifying 

Exam committee
● Submit Higher Ed 

eForm in CalCentral (4+ 
weeks in advance)

● Pass QE
● Submit Advancement 

to Candidacy eForm in 
CalCentral

● Begin PhD research 
and writing

Year 3*

  

● Begin/continue 
PhD research 
and writing

Year 4*

  

● Complete PhD 
research and 
writing

● Submit thesis to 
committee

● File thesis by the 
last day of the 
semester you 
intend to 
graduate

Year 5 & 
beyond* *At faculty 

discretion

  

● Complete 
coursework

● Complete screening 
exams

● Consider whether 
you want to pursue 
an intermediary MS 
degree

● Update program 
card

Year 1


